CEMETERIES of NORTHAMPTON TOWNSHIP

Within the confines of Northampton Township are three extant cemeteries: Union Cemetery,
Addisville Reformed Church Cemetery, and the Feaster-Van Horn Cemetery. The Township is
the custodian of the two eighteenth-century cemeteries: the Addisville and the Feaster-Van
Horn that it owns. You can find the histories of these two cemeteries here.

Addisville Reformed Church Cemetery

Did you ever notice there’s an 18th-century cemetery along Second Street Pike? Some
passersby speed past without a glance. However, two stone steps adjacent to a stone wall
might cause a passerby to look twice. They’re actually upping stones, coach steps, carriage
steps, mounting blocks constructed in 1816 when the graveyard was enclosed within the
stone wall.

In the early 1750s, land was purchased, and a graveyard and small church were erected. The
small church building was later razed after the current Addisville Reformed Church building
was constructed in the late 1850s. Its congregation has its roots as early as 1710 when local
Dutch residents attended the Church of Bensalem and Sammeny.

The Addisville Reformed Church Cemetery, also known as the Low Dutch Reformed Church
Cemetery, is situated at 945 Second Street Pike, across from the Addisville Reformed Church
and adjacent to the Ohev Shalom of Bucks County Synagogue in Richboro. The cemetery
contains approximately 228 tombstones, the earliest being 1774 and the last being in 1889
when the cemetery closed. Jonathan DuBois, the first minister of the Addisville Reformed
Church, is buried there. Fifteen (15) stones belong to veterans of the American Revolutionary
War, including Isaac Bennet, John Bennet, Benjamin Cornell, Cornelius Corson, John Kroesen,
Arthur Lefferts, Gerardus Wynkoop, and Henry Wynkoop.

Gerardus Wynkoop served as a first lieutenant in the Northampton Company during the
Revolutionary War, elected to the Colonial Assembly 1774-1775, representing Bucks County;
represented in the PA General Assembly, 1778-1782, 1786-1794, and 1799-1800; and elected
37t Speaker of the State House in 1792.

Gerardus’ cousin Henry Wynkoop, while being a veteran, was also a prominent landowner
(Vredens Hof estate), Justice of the Peace, Delegate to the Continental Congress,
Representative from Pennsylvania to the first U.S. Congress, and a State Court Judge. His
portrait, painted by Rembrandt Peale, can be found in the Bucks County Courthouse.



The % acre cemetery contains two table-styled markers and the majority are domed tablets
that face eastward. In 2018, the cemetery’s ownership was transferred from the Church to
Northampton Township (The Reporter 2018).

The cemetery map was completed in 2023 as part of the cemetery survey and denotes the
gravestone locations. An inventory of internments is forthcoming.
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Feaster-Van Horn Cemetery

The Feaster-Van Horn Cemetery, also called the Feaster-Hagaman (Hegeman) Burial Ground,
is located along Middle Holland Road in Holland, Northampton Township. Holland Road was
originally known as the “Road to Robert Heaton’s Mill” at Rockville, also called Holland. The
cemetery covers about an acre and includes roughly 116 burials, dating from 1748 to 1904.
Many of the headstones are dome-shaped, with a few simple rectangular ones. A stone wall
surrounds the cemetery. There are about ten (10) American Revolutionary War veteran
burials, including several Van Horns, Godfrey Van Duren, Charles Van Duren, and a few
Hagermans (Hagamans). One of the last burials was that of George Van Horn, a Civil War
veteran.

The cemetery began as a Lutheran one; unique because many residents in the 18" century
were of Dutch descent and members of the Dutch Reformed Church of North and
Southampton, begun in 1710 (Newspaper clipping June 7, 1955). A temporary chapel was
likely located within the one-acre graveyard at one time because records from its parent
church at Trappe note several baptisms of the Van Duren, Van Horn, and Hellyer families.
The Lutheran congregation likely dissolved after the passing of its pastor, Rev. John Van
Duren, circa 1760, who had been a follower of Rev. Henry Melchior Muhlenberg.

The cemetery is located adjacent to 115 Middle Holland Road, a stone farmhouse that was
noted in the late 1800s because of the murder of its residents. Samuel and Leanah Rightly,
who lived in the house and cared for the cemetery, were murdered by Wallace Burt in 1893
(Stedman 2021).

John Van Horn of Northampton granted the acre to Christian, Barnet, and Abraham Van Horn
on June 17 and 18, 1748. These three grantees or recipients then completed a deed on June
18, 1748, to “declare, testify and express that they stand seized and intented of and in the
said lot or tract of land, in trust for the use, benefit and behoof of the Religious Society of
People Distinguished by the name of Lutherans and no other.” These men served as trustees
to the cemetery. However, trustee Christian Van Horn died on November 23, 1753, and was
laid to rest in the cemetery. On November 16, 1762, the remaining trustees nominated
Godfrey Van Duren, Christian’s son-in-law, as succeeding trustee.

A few decades later on June 14, 1791, Godfrey Van Duren, a blacksmith now residing in
Southampton, as “Surviving trustee of the Religious Society of People belonging to
Northampton Township in said County of Bucks, distinguished by the name of Lutherans,
executed a deed of trust naming Isaac Van Horn of Northampton township and John Van
Horn of Solebury township as succeeding trustees and conveyed to them the same one acre
of land, reciting title as above given” (Bucks County Deed Book 26, page 347).



Isaac Van Horn, a surviving trustee, appointed additional trustees on June 19, 1819: Aaron
Feaster, Abram Van Horn, and Lewis Hagerman (Bucks County Deed Book 48, page 13).

David Feaster would later become one of the surviving trustees of the cemetery and owned
a large amount of land along Middle Holland Road, across from the cemetery. His will, dated
August 30, 1871, and probated June 18, 1873, bequeathed $1,500.00 to the trustees of the
Reformed Church at Addisville (Dutch Reformed Church). This act was on condition that they
“obligate themselves in such a manner as my executors think proper to keep the graveyard
wall and gates around the graveyard known as the Feaster and Hagaman Burying Ground,
together with the covering of the said walls in good order and repair forever.”

From the late 1800s to the late 1900s, Addisville Reformed Church owned and maintained the
cemetery. However, in 1989, Northampton Township began caring for the cemetery. The
Township and the Historical Commission received Bucks County block grants to repair the
deteriorated stone wall, wooden gates, and damage done by vandalism.

In 1998 and 2018, the Addisville Reformed Church transferred ownership of the Feaster Van
Horn Cemetery and the Addisville Reformed Church Cemetery to Northampton Township. In
2023, Northampton Township Archive staff completed a survey of the two cemeteries in
preparation for the Historical Commission's plan to restore and maintain them. The map of
the Feaster-Van Horn Cemetery is taken from a 2003 Eagle Scout project by Gabriel Liberti.
An inventory of internments is forthcoming.
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