Historical Research Links

This is not an exhaustive list of free research links, but it provides a number of links to common inquiries.

Online Resources via Free Library of Northampton Township

Ancestry Library Edition

Ancestry Library Edition is available on the library’s public computers or your
device within the library. Ancestry is also available through the PA State Archives:
https://www.pa.gov/en/agencies/phmc/pa-state-archives/ancestry-pa.html

FamilySearch
The Free Library of Northampton Township is a FamilySearch Affiliate Library,

meaning that it has access to more records than you would at home on
FamilySearch.org. You can use one of the library’s public computers or bring your
device to the library to use it through our homepage.

HeritageQuest
Owned by Ancestry, the database has a similar homepage to its parent company,
but not as many records available to the researcher.

MyHeritage Library Edition
A database with records spanning several countries.

NewsBank

You can access a variety of newspapers, including the Bucks County Courier
(2002-current), the Intelligencer (2002-current), and the Philadelphia Inquirer
(198!1-current).

PA Photos & Documents
You can access digitized collections of documents and images from libraries and
other academic institutions across the state.

Other Resources

AncientFaces: www.ancientfaces.com
A site where individuals can upload photographs of individuals and share
memories.

Behind the Name (Etymology): https://www.behindthename.com/
Learn more about what your first name means.

Cyndi’s List: https.//www.cyndislist.com/us/
A database managed by Cyndi Ingle of all kinds of free genealogical links and
information.

DeadFred: https://www.deadfred.com/
Another photograph archive that you can view.

Internet Archive: https://archive.org/

The Internet Archive has free and preserved texts, movies, software, music,
websites, and more. If you're looking for a hard-to-find book, it may be digitized
on this site.
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¢ RootsWeb: https://www.rootsweb.com/
A genealogical site with user-created message boards, obituaries, links, and other
helpful information.

North American Resources

United States

e 1890 U.S. Census: https://www.archives.gov/research/census/microfilm-
catalog/1790-1890/part-08? ga=2.256260875.1898797368.1627751417-
1274244105.1627751417
The 1890 U.S. Census was largely destroyed by fire, but you can see what
survives.

o Allen County, IL Public Library Genealogy Center:
https://www.acpl.lib.in.us/genealogy
Site for genealogical records including African American and Indigenous
collections.

¢ Digital Library of Appalachia: https://dla.acaweb.org/
Online database of archival and historical materials related to the Appalachian
region.

e Digital Library on American Slavery: https://dlas.uncg.edu/
An online database of slave deeds, notices, and petitions.

o Digital Public Library: https://dp.la/
A database of digital materials including images, texts, videos, and sounds.

e Documenting the American South:
https://docsouth.unc.edu/browse/collections.html
Online resource of primary sources regarding the South.

e German Genealogy Group (New York and Connecticut records):
https://www.germangenealogygroup.com/
A resource with a focus on New York City and other areas of New York and
Connecticut genealogy materials.

e Google News Archive (Newspapers): https://news.google.com/newspapers
Another great source for newspapers, especially other languages.

e Google Patents: https://patents.google.com/
A free resource if you are researching historic patents for an ancestor who may
have been an inventor.

e Library of Congress: https://www.loc.gov/
The largest library in the world with collections on books, film, video, audio,
photographs, newspapers, maps, and manuscripts.

¢ National Archives and Records Administration (NARA): https://www.archives.gov
The nation’s repository and recordkeeper, it has records of the federal
government including the census, military records, maps, surveys, etc.
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¢ National Center for Health Statistics (Vital Records):
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/w2w/index.htm?CDC AA refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fw
ww.cdc.gov%2Fnchs%2Fw2w.htm
If you need to find vital records that aren’t on genealogy sites and don't know
where to look, this is a great start.

¢ New Horizons Genealogy:
https://www.newhorizonsgenealogicalservices.com/index.html
Database focused on New England and New York Colonial Ancestry.

¢ New York Public Library Digital Collections: https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/
The library has an online collection of a lot of materials that might be helpful if
you have ancestors that lived in the area. The digitized city directories are a great
resource.

¢ New York City Vital Records Project: https://a860-historicalvitalrecords.nyc.gov/
A user-friendly vital records site for those that lived in NYC.

e PastPerfect Online Collections: http://pastperfect-online.com/collections.html
Database of institutions’ digitized historical collections.

e Reclaim the Records: https://www.reclaimtherecords.org/
A group of genealogists, historians, researchers, and journalists working on
providing nondigitized documents to be easily available to the public.

e Smithsonian Libraries and Archives’ Digital Library: https://library.si.edu/digital-

library
Database of online publications, collections, and exhibitions.

e Society of the War of 12 Veterans: https://pal812.org/veterans-database
An ever-growing online database of veterans in Pennsylvania from the French
and Indian War up to 2012.

e Sons of the American Revolution Patriot Research System:
https://sarpatriots.sar.org/
If you're someone who is interested in getting involved with the SAR, the
information on the process on this site can be helpful.

e Stephen P. Morse: https.//www.stevemorse.org/
A webpage contains resources in helping you find census, vital, and immigration
records; maps, genealogical applications, and discerning other languages.

e U.S. Census Bureau: https://www.census.gov/about/history/census-records-
family-history/census-records.html
Official U.S. Census Bureau and its history.

e USGenWeb: https://www.usgenweb.org/
A database providing free resources across the country.

e USGenWeb Archives: http://www.usgwarchives.net/
A volunteer-run site organized by state and county for genealogical resources.
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Pennsylvania

Bucks County Genealogical Society:
https.//www.bucksgen.org/index.php/search-database?view=form

Bucks County’s Genealogical Society provides a lot of local resources regarding
cemeteries, tips, videos, and more

Bucks County Historic & Cultural Resource:
https://www.buckscounty.gov/944/Historic-Cultural-Resources
A local resource on historic preservation and historic properties.

Mercer Museum Library*
https://www.mercermuseum.org/collections/research-library/

*The Mercer Museum Library does charge a fee to enter the Museum and there is
printing, researching, and copying fees, but their online catalog is searchable
from home.

Pennsylvania Agricultural History:
https://www.phmc.state.pa.us/portal/communities/agriculture/census/index.html
The PHMC digitized the agricultural census for Pennsylvania for 1850, 1880, and
1927. If your ancestors were involved in farming in the state, this is a great
resource to learn more about their farm and what they cultivated and raised.

Pennsylvania State Archives

If you're locking for information in Pennsylvania, these indices can be helpful.
Birth Indices 1906-1918: https://www.pa.gov/en/agencies/phmc/pa-state-
archives/research-online/vital-statistics-records/birth-indices.html

Death Indices 1906-1973: https://www.pa.gov/en/agencies/phmc/pa-state-
archives/research-online/vital-statistics-records/death-indices.html

Canada

Automated Genealogy: Indices to Canadian Censuses:
https.//www.automatedgenealogy.com/

For ancestors that lived in Canada, the site provides help with message boards
and census records, and other information.

Canadiana: https://www.canadiana.ca/
Database of digitized Canadian publications.

CanGenealogy (Canada): https://cangenealogy.com/
A volunteer-run, free genealogical site organized by region, category, and other
resources.

Library and Archives Canada: https://library-archives.canada.ca/
The Library of Congress equivalent in English and French.

Books/Publications
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Virginia McAlester’s A Field Guide to American Houses

Richard W. Longstreth‘s The Buildings of Main Street: A Guide to American
Commercial Architecture

Ronald A. Sloto’s The Mines and Minerals of Bucks County, Pennsylvania
Paperback
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Megan Smolenyak’s Who Do You Think You Are?: The Essential Guide to Tracing
Your Family History

Maureen Taylor’s Identifying Family Photographs — The Handbook

Books on Bucks County’s History: https://buckslib.org/bucks-county-history-
books/

Winds of Change: Northampton Township

Digital Access

Google Books: https.//books.google.com/
Digitized books that are no longer copyrighted and are available for free.

HathiTrust: https://www.hathitrust.org/
A nonprofit collaboration of academic and research libraries preserving 18+million
items in their digital library.

JSTOR: https.//www.jstor.org/
Database of journals, books, images, and primary resources. Set up a free
account and have access to 100 articles every month.

Villages of Bucks County:
https.//www.buckscounty.gov/DocumentCenter/View/2008/The-Villages-of-
Bucks-County-PDF

A digitized copy of The Villages of Bucks County book by Bucks County. A great
resource if you're looking at local history.

WorldCat: https.//search.worldcat.org/

A catalog of catalogs that provides users the ability to search for books in the
U.S. You can put in your zip code and see the closest library that has a copy of
the book you’re interested.

Handwriting Deciphering

DNA

Understanding Primary Sources & Handwriting:
https://libguides.uncw.edu/primary sources/handwriting?fbclid=lIwAROZXP1CWh
ufaS3VXUMUGIi6a0liTwnxswJIJNOCqgUqdVQFNUc-

2WitgKtixLuO aem th AXZDayiyTuO2PIE5C5VmMRj4VfyribPCI-
OelE4AZCIXFrTAETsbYS-6bbOQflaoClamO

A great resource in deciphering handwriting.

*There are fees involved regarding DNA tests.

23and Me: https://www.23andme.com/

Ancestry: https://www.ancestry.com/

DNA Painter: https://dnapainter.com/

Family Tree DNA: https.//www.familytreedna.com/

GEDmatch: https://www.gedmatch.com/
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International Society of Genetic Genealogy Wiki:
https://isogg.org/wiki/Wiki Welcome Page

Cemeteries/Death Records

American Battle Monuments Commission: https.//www.abmc.gov/
If you have a veteran you're looking for, this database provides you with an
opportunity to search for memorials and cemeteries.

BillionGraves: https://billiongraves.com/
This free database is the largest resource for searchable cemetery data in the
world. If you're looking for international burials this is the site.

Canadian Virtual War Memorial:
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canadian-virtual-war-
memorial

An online registry remembering the sacrifices of the more than 118,000 Canadians
and Newfoundlanders.

Commonwealth War Graves Commission: https://www.cwgc.org/
Database of UK World War burials.

Death Indices: https:.//www.deathindexes.com/index.html
A directory of links to websites with online death indexes, listed by state and
county in the U.S.

Findagrave: https.//www.findagrave.com/
This free, crowdsourced site focuses on U.S. burials and is usually shows up on
Ancestry and FamilySearch results pages too. The site is managed by volunteers.

Internment.net: https://www.interment.net/

An online database of 25+ million records, transcripts, and burial registers of
cemeteries across the globe. The site is contributed by genealogists, cemeteries,
government agencies, and organizations.

African American Genealogy

AfriGeneas: https://www.afrigeneas.org/
Site devoted to African American genealogy and has a mail list, message board,
and chats.

10 Million Names: https://10millionnames.org/
A project dedicated to recovering the names of approximately 10 million people
of African descent who were enslaved between 1500 and 1865.

Digital Library on American Slavery: https://dlas.uncg.edu/
Collection focused on race and slavery in the American South, Washington, DC,
and the North.

Enslaved: https://enslaved.org/
An online discovery hub of names of individuals who were enslaved and freed
that is searchable.
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FamilySearch African American Census:
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/African American Census

A Wiki page of helpful information when looking at Census Records and other
documents related to African Americans.

Freedmen’s Bureau Online: https:.//www.freedmensbureau.com/

Established in 1865, the Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands
focused on relief and educational activities including rations, clothing, and
medicine. These departmental records are available online.

Historically Black Colleges & Universities Library Alliance:
https://hbcudigitallibrary.auctr.edu/digital/

Compilation of resources including oral histories and archival materials from
HBCU libraries and archives.

International African American Museum: https://iaamuseum.org/

A museum based in Charleston, SC on the experiences of African Americans.
Charleston was a major coastal port for ships carrying the enslaved.
Lowcountry Africana: https://lowcountryafricana.com/

Site focused on African American Genealogy in South Carolina, Georgia, and
Florida.

People Not Property: Slave Deeds 9North Carolina): https://dlas.uncg.edu/deeds/
A digital library of deeds and other documents related to the South’s involvement
in the slave trade.

Slave Voyages: https://www.slavevoyages.org/
A website that makes publicly accessible records of the slave trade easily
available.

Asian Genealogy

Filipino Genealogy Project: https://www.filipinogenealogy.com/
A blog on Filipino genealogy.

National Library of Australia: https://www.library.gov.au/
The national library contains collections on Australians to understand the past,
present, and place in the world.

Trove (Australia): https://trove.nla.gov.au/
A collaborative website with the National Library of Australia and other
organizations.

European Genealogy
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Danish Demographic Database: https://www.ddd.dda.dk/ddd_en.htm
An ever-growing database information on Danish individuals and families
including their name, age, occupation, marital status going back from 1787.

Digitalarkivet (Norway): https://www.digitalarkivet.no/en
A digital archive of material that has been scanned related to Norway'’s citizens.

Foundation for East European Family History Studies (FEEFHS):
https://feefhs.org/

An international organization which promotes genealogical research of Eastern
and Central Europe.
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e FreeBMD: https://www.freebmd.org.uk/
Database of UK Births, Marriages, and Death records.

e Free Cen: https://www.freecen.org.uk/
Database of UK Census records.

o Free Reg: https://www.freereqg.org.uk/
Database of UK Parish Register of Baptisms, Marriages, and Burials.

o GEDBAS (Germany): https://www.gedbas.genealogy.net/
A database for German ancestry.

e Genealogy Indexer (Central and East European): https://genealogyindexer.org/
Free genealogy search engine.

¢ Geneteka (Poland): https://geneteka.genealodzy.pl/index.php?op=se&lang=eng
A genealogy database for Polish ancestry.

e GenTeam (Austria, Germany, Slovakia):
https://www.genteam.at/index.php?lang=en
A database managed by genealogists that focus on Austria and neighboring
areas. Set up a free account and access is open to 23 million records.

¢ UK & Ireland Genealogy: https://www.genuki.org.uk/
A virtual reference library of genealogical information of relevance to the UK and
Ireland.

e Hungaricana: https://www.hungaricana.hu/en/
A cultural heritage portal sharing Hungarian cultural traditions to all.

¢ [talian Genealogical Group: https://www.italiangen.org/databases/
A database of over 16 million records on Italian individuals and families.

¢ National Archives of Ireland: https://nationalarchives.ie/
The repository of Ireland’s 60 million + public records.

¢ National Archives UK: https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/
The national repository of public records for the United Kingdom.

¢ National Library of Ireland: https://www.nli.ie/
The Irish library has over 12 million books, magazines, newspapers, oversized
documents, and more.

¢ National Library of Scotland: https://digital.nls.uk/gallery/
The Scottish library is a repository of the country’s cultural heritage.

e National Library of Wales: https.//www.library.wales/
The legal deposit library has the right to a copy of every publication printed in
Britain and Ireland, but it also has audio, books, film, video, maps, newspapers,
art, photographs, archival documents.

o Portale Antenati (Italy): https://antenati.cultura.gov.it/
An online database of Italian civil registry records.
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e Public Record Office of Northern Ireland:
https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/campaigns/public-record-office-northern-ireland-
proni
The official archive of Northern Ireland.

o Riksarkivet (Sweden): https://riksarkivet.se/en
The Swedish National Archives.

e Veridian: https://veridiansoftware.com/collections/
Database of institutional digital collections across the globe.

e Virtual Record Treasury of Ireland: https://www.virtualtreasury.ie/
An all-island and international research partnership working to reconstruct the
Public Record Office of Ireland — a magnificent archive destroyed in 1922 at the
outset of the Civil War.

¢ Wie Was Wie (Netherlands): https://www.wiewaswie.nl/en/
“Who Was Who” is a database of Dutch family research collections.

Indigenous Genealogy

Contact the tribe/nation to determine if their cultural center or genealogy department
might have information.

¢ American Indian Records:
https://www.ancestry.com/search/categories/nativeamerican/
Ancestry has a number of collections related to indigenous groups in the United
States.

e Bureau of Indian Affairs: https://www.archives.gov/research/native-
americans/rolls
The National Archives has a collection associated with the BIA.

¢ Dawes Rolls (Oklahoma Historical Society), 1898-1914:
https://www.okhistory.org/research/dawes
A digitized list of indigenous individuals who lived in the Indian Territory involving
the five tribes: Cherokee, Chickasaw, Choctaw, Muscogee (Creek), and Seminole.

¢ FamilySearch Native American Online Genealogy Records:
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Native_American_Online_Genealogy Reco
rds
FamilySearch has a wiki page on Native American genealogy.

e Morse Institute Library:
https://morseinstitute.libguides.com/c.php?g=1154031&p=8429250
The Library’s Libguide has a number of helpful North American indigenous
ancestry links.

e U.S. Department of the Interior: https://www.doi.gov/tribes/trace-ancestry
The DOI provides guidance on tracing indigenous ancestry.
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Jewish Genealogy

Jewish Genealogy: https://www.jewishgen.org/index.asp
An online database of Jewish genealogy and Holocaust records.

Jewish Vital Records:
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Jewish_Civil_Registration

A FamilySearch wiki page on Jewish civil registration (vital records: births,
marriages, and deaths).

Jewish Records on FamilySearch:

https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Jewish Records in the FamilySearch Cat
alog

A FamilySearch wiki page on Jewish records.

Holocaust Museum, Washington, DC: https://www.ushmm.org/
The United States Holocaust Memorial Museum also has research collections
open to researchers.

Routes to Roots Foundation: www.rtrfoundation.org
A genealogical and family history guide to Jewish and civil records in Eastern
Europe.

Citizenship

Irish Citizenship by Descent: https://www.ireland.ie/en/dfa/citizenship/
If you're interested in obtaining Irish citizenship through ancestry, this
government website provides helpful information on the process.

Other nationalities, also have citizenship information on their own website.

Immigration

Ellis Island Passenger Database:
https://www.ellisisland.org/discover/passenger-ship-search/immigration-records-
search/

The database allows researchers to do a passenger search.

Immigration Ports other than Ellis Island:
https://www.familysearch.org/en/blog/find-the-u-s-immigration-ports-your-
ancestors-used

A FamilySearch article on other immigration ports in the United States.

Immigrant Ships Transcribers Guild: https://www.immigrantships.net/
The guild maintains a database of passengers.

Immigration to the United States, 1789-1930:
https://curiosity.lib.harvard.edu/immigration-to-the-united-states-1789-
1930/catalog?search field=all fields

Harvard Library’s database on U.S. immigration.
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Military

¢ American Battle Monuments Commission: https://www.abmc.gov/
Provides a variety of services to the public while commemorating the service,
achievements, and sacrifice of the U.S. armed forces members around the world.

e Civil War Soldiers and Sailors System: https://www.nps.gov/civilwar/soldiers-and-
sailors-database.htm
A database maintained by the NPS of individuals who served in the Confederate
and Union armies of the Civil War.

¢ Daughters of the American Revolution: https://www.dar.org/
An organization that can assist you to find your ancestor that was involved with
the American Revolution. They are also involved with Historic Preservation,
Education, and Patriotic programs across the U.S.

¢ Nationwide Gravesite Locator (VA National Cemeteries):
https://www.cem.va.gov/
The Dept. of Veteran Affairs’ Cemetery Administration.

o National Archives Veterans’ Service Records: https://www.archives.gov/veterans
The source for veterans’ service records, replacement of lost medals or awards,
and photographs of military conflicts.

e Sons of the American Revolution: https://www.sar.org/
An organization that honors Revolutionary War ancestors.

Property Research/Mapping

e Arcanum Maps: https://maps.arcanum.com/en/
A source of historical maps across the world regarding thematic maps.

e Atlas of Historical County Boundaries: https://publications.newberry.org/ahcb/
A source of county atlases by state in the United States.

e Bucks County Board of Assessment:
https.//www.buckscountyboa.org/Search/Disclaimer.aspx?FromUrl=../search/co
mmonsearch.aspx?mode=owner
Every county in the U.S. likely has a property assessment department. Bucks
County’s allows you to type in a perscn or organization, address, or parcel
number to look up the basic information on a property. This can help get you
started with doing a property’s chain of title or history or owners.

e Bucks County PA City Directories: https://ldsgenealogy.com/PA/Bucks-County-
City-Directories.htm
The site provides information on city directories including in Bucks County.

¢ Bucks County Planning Commission Maps: https://maps.buckscounty.gov/
The Bucks County Planning Commission has a great online database of historical
maps. Other county departments across the U.S. may have similar online material.
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Bucks County Recorder of Deeds: https://www.buckscounty.gov/601/Property-
Records

The county recorder of deeds is the source to start researching a property’s
chain of title or history of owners.

Bureau of Land Management General Land Office Records:
https://glorecords.blm.gov/default.aspx

An online database of five million + Federal land title records from 1788 to
present.

David Rumsey Map Collection: https://www.davidrumsey.com/
An online database of over 141,655 maps and images around the world.

Google Earth: https://earth.google.com/

A site more advanced than just Google.com. You can either use the website, or
download the software. You can create maps, tours, indicate sites, or boundaries.
You can also view recent historic aerial from the 1980s to present day.

Greater Philadelphia GeoHistory Network: https://www.philageohistory.org/rdic-
images/index2.cfm#9:::::

This regional website focuses on Philadelphia, but has some maps of the larger
region.

Historic Map Works: https://www.historicmapworks.com/
A website with a variety of historic maps from the United States.

Historical Maps of PA: https://mapsofpa.com/
A website focused on maps of Pennsylvania organized by century, starting in the
16™ century.

Native Land Digital: https://native-land.ca/
A website managed by an Indigenous Canadian nonprofit organization mapping
Indigenous territories, treaties, and languages across the globe.

Native Relations: https://archives-20973928.hs-sites.com/two-hundred-years-of-
native-relations
The National Archives of the U.S.” page on the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA).

PHMC’s Agricultural Context:
https://www.phmc.state.pa.us/portal/communities/agriculture/history/index.html
Pennsylvania’s State Historic Preservation Office has the agricultural census
records from 1850, 1880, and 1927 along with contexts on the state’s regions.

PA-SHARE Pennsylvania’s Historic & Archaeological Resource Exchange:
https://share.phmc.pa.gov/pashare/landing

Pennsylvania’s GIS mapping website on historic and archaeological sites and
surveys. A guest log in is provided.

Penn Pilot Historical Aerial Photographs of Pennsylvania:
https://datacommons.maps.arcgis.com/apps/View/index.html?appid=10af5f75fof
94f01866359ba398ch6a9
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A GIS mapping site connected to current mapping and 20" century, black and
white aerial photographs. Photographs are generally from the 1930s through the
1970s.

e Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps: https://www.loc.gov/collections/sanborn-maps/
The Library of Congress’ collection of Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps include
digitized maps of the built environment in urban areas of the United States and
the materials the buildings were constructed.

Newspapers

¢ Chronicling America: https://www.loc.gov/collections/chronicling-america
Library of Congress’ collection of digitized newspapers across the United States.

Obituaries

e Legacy: https://www.legacy.com/
Newspaper obituaries are no longer published as much in the recent past.
Instead, many families publish obituaries and funeral notices online and Legacy is
a common one.

Oral History

¢ Smithsonian Folklife and Oral History Interviewing Guide:
https://folklife.si.edu/the-smithsonian-folklife-and-oral-history-interviewing-
guide/smithsonian
Interested in recording your family’s stories and histories? The Smithsonian
Institution provides some free guidance.

o StoryCorps: https://storycorps.org/participate/
StoryCorps is another oral history option with their free smart device app or
website with helpful instructions and database.

e Veterans History Project: https://www.loc.gov/programs/veterans-history-
project/how-to-participate/vhp-field-kit/
If you'd like to record a military veteran’s experiences, the Library of Congress’
Veterans History Project provides guides, helpful hints, and a database of
veterans’ experiences preserved for posterity.
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